
Stigma takes the
person out of the picture

“This review indicates that negative attitudes
 of health professionals towards patients with substance use  
   disorders are common and contribute to    
  suboptimal healthcare for these patients.”    

“In experimental research, the word “abuser” was found to   
 increase stigma, which can affect quality of care and   
       act as a barrier to treatment seeking in individuals   

       suffering from addiction. Instead, many have recommended the 

use of terms that reflect a disorder (e.g., “substance use disorder”)  

   and use of “person first” language.“ 



Kelly, J. F., Dow, S. J., & Westerhoff, C. (2010). Does our choice of substance-related terms influence perceptions of treatment need? An empirical investigation 
with two commonly used terms.  Journal of Drug Issues, 40(4), 805-818.

Kelly, J. F., & Westerhoff, C. M. (2010). Does it matter how we refer to individuals with substance-related conditions? A randomized study of two commonly used 
terms. International Journal of Drug Policy, 21(3), 202-207. doi: 10.1016/j.drugpo.2009.10.010

Van Boekel, L. C., Brouwers, E. P., Van Weeghel, J., & Garretsen, H. F. (2013). Stigma among health professionals towards patients with substance use disorders 
and its consequences for healthcare delivery: systematic review. Drug and alcohol dependence, 131(1), 23-35.

McGinty, E. E., Goldman, H. H., Pescosolido, B., & Barry, C. L. (2015). Portraying mental illness and drug addiction as treatable health conditions: Effects of a 
randomized experiment on stigma and discrimination. Social Science & Medicine, 126, 73-85.

Pollyanna Santos da Silveira, Joanna Gonçalves Andrade de Tostes, Hoi Ting Wan, Telmo Mota Ronzani and Patrick W. Corrigan, The Stigmatization of Drug Use as 
Mechanism of Legitimation of Exclusion, Drugs and Social Context, 10.1007/978-3-319-72446-1_2, (15-25), (2018).

Magdalena Kulesza, Katherine E. Watkins, Allison J. Ober, Karen C. Osilla and Brett Ewing,Internalized stigma as an independent risk factor for substance use 
problems among primary care patients: Rationale and preliminary support, Drug and Alcohol Dependence, 180, (52), (2017).

Franz Hanschmidt, Jakob Manthey, Ludwig Kraus, Emanuele Scafato, Antoni Gual, Carsten Grimm and Jürgen Rehm, Barriers to Alcohol Screening Among 
Hypertensive Patients and the Role of Stigma: Lessons for the Implementation of Screening and Brief Interventions in European Primary Care Settings, Alcohol 
and Alcoholism, 52, 5, (572), (2017).

Katherine Nieweglowski, Patrick W. Corrigan, Tri Tyas, Anastasia Tooley, Rachel Dubke, Juana Lara, Lorenzo Washington, Janis Sayer and Lindsay Sheehan, 
Exploring the public stigma of substance use disorder through community-based participatory research, Addiction Research & Theory, (1), (2017).

Corrigan, P.W, Schomerus, G., Shuman, V., Kraus, D., Perlick, D., Harnish, A., Kulesza, M., Kane-Willis, K., Qin, S., & Smelson, D. (2017).  Developing a research 
agenda for erasing the stigma of addictions: Part II. Lessons from the mental health stigma literature. American Journal of Addictions, 26, 67-74.

Corrigan, P.W, Schomerus, G., Shuman, V., Kraus, D., Perlick, D., Harnish, A., Kulesza, M., Kane-Willis, K., Qin, S., & Smelson, D.  (2017).  Developing a research 
agenda for understanding the stigma of addictions: Part I. Lessons from the mental health stigma literature. American Journal of Addictions, 26, 59-66.

Corrigan, P.W., Lara, J., Shah, B., Mitchell, K., Simmes, D., & Jones, K. (2017).  The public stigma of birth mothers of children with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder.  
Alcoholism: Clinical and Experimental Research, 41, 1166-1173.

Behavioral Addictions: Are They More or Less Stigmatized than Alcohol & Drug Addictions?
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/research-post/behavioral-addictions-are-they-more-or-less-stigmatized-than-alcohol-drug-addictions/

How Do Former Drinkers Share Their Non-Drinking Identity?
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/research-post/how-do-former-drinkers-share-their-non-drinking-identity/

Healthcare Worker’s Feelings About People with Substance Use Disorders
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/research-post/healthcare-workers-feelings-about-people-with-substance-use-disorders/
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/research-post/confronting-inadvertent-stigma-pejorative-language-in-addiction-scholarship/

Stigmatization & Other Predictors of Addiction
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/research-post/stigmatization-other-predictors-of-addiction/

Substance Use More Stigmatized Than Smoking Cigarettes & Obesity
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/research-post/substance-use-is-more-stigmatized-than-both-smoking-obesity/

Integrating Substance Use Disorder Treatment & Primary Health Care
https://www.recoveryanswers.org/research-post/integrating-substance-use-disorder-treatment-primary-health-care/

THE EVIDENCE:
The Harms Are Real 


